[Soil fluoride: low digestive absorption in sheep].
The percentages of digestive absorption of fluoride contained in various soils were assessed by the balance technique in groups of 4 ewes given soil enriched concentrated feed. Four soils collected in an area close to a source of fluoride and 3 samples from non polluted sites were used. The levels of extractable fluoride were significantly higher in the polluted soils. The various soils have little influence on the amounts of fluoride excreted in urine; these amounts are not correlated with the amounts of fluoride absorbed in the digestive tract. The percentages of digestive absorption of soil fluoride ranged between 4.5 and 23%, with 4 values close to 20%. The values are correlated with the soil total fluoride concentration and not with the soil extractable fluoride concentration.